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Specter Predicted 
One-Bullet Theory 
Would Stir Doubt 

By DONALD A. McDONOUGH and DENNIS M. HIGGINS 
Of The Inquirer Staff 

District Attorney Arlen Specter confided more than two 
years ago he believed the public would never accept his sin- 
gle bullet” theory that helped lead the Warren Commission 
to conclude that Lee Harvey Oswald alone shot and killed 
President John F. Kennedy. 

“I don’t tAink anyone will ever believe what we’ve re- 

— 1 ported,” Specter was quoted 

; as saying when the assassina- 
tion report was completed and 
he returned to Philadelphia 
late in September, 1964. 
RECALLED by crumlish 
The Inquirer learned of Spec- 
ter’s apparent misgivings on 
Thursday during an exclusive 
interview with former District 
Attorney James C. Crumlish, 
the man who released Specter 
so he could work as one of 14 
junior counsels for the Warren 
Commission. 

Crumlish said he recalled that 
when Specter came back to 
work as chief of the Litigation 
Division in ' the ^District. At- 
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torney’s office, he gave him one 
of the first copies of the Warren-. 
Report. -i 

“I’m giving you this book be- 
cause you were so good to me 
to let me be a part of the War- 
ren Commission,” Crumlish 
quoted Specter as saying. , 
‘UNEASY, UNCERTAIN* 
Crumlish said he read the re- 
port, and a week later asked 
Specter to elaborate on his 
“single-bullet” theory— that held 
that one bullet passed through 
President Kennedy’s neck and 
struck Texas Gov. John Con- 
nally. 

“Jim,” Crumlish quoted Spec- 
ter, “I don’t think . the people 
are going to believe this — this 
year, next year or a hundred 
years from now.” 

The former District Attorney 
I described Specter’s condition 
j during their conversation at the 


time as “uneasy, uncertain andl 
without complete control of his' 
thinking.” 

‘WILL BE CHALLENGED’ , 

Crumlish said he recalled 
Specter saying at another point 
during their talk that “this thing 
will be challenged today, tomor- 
row and forever,” but added 
that he was willing to “rest on 
it.” 

“I told him, ‘Good luck, 
buddy’,” Crumlish. told The 
Inquirer. 

“He (Specter) .did something 
else which I think now was im- 
portant,” Crumlish said. “He 
gave me the impression that 
other people were unwilling or 
unable to operate the investiga- 
tion, and that he was running 
the whole thing.” 

9 MONTHS ON REPORT 

Specter spent nine months 
with the Warren Commission, 
making five trips to Dallas, one 
to Los Angeles and another to 
Las Vegas during >is part in the 
investigation. 

When he successfully cam- 
paigned against Crumlish in 

( 965, his brochures told voters 
bat Specter had originated the 
single-bullet” theory. 

Under Specter’s theory, one of 
Oswald’s bullets hit President 
Kennedy in. the back of- the 
neck, exited through the throat, 
passed completely through Gov. 
Connally’s back, smashing his 
. right wrist, and finally lodged in 
his left thigh. The 6.5-millime- 
! ter slug, clean and undamaged 
'despite the destruction it as- 
sertedly caused, was later re- , 
covered. 

FINDINGS QUESTIONED 
A second bullet missed, the 
Warren Report concluded, while 
a third struck President Ken- 
nedy in the head and killed 
him. 

Critics of the commission’s 
findings have questioned the 
“single-bullet” theory since the 
report was released to the pub- 
lic. 

Just this month, Gov. Con- 
nally told Life Magazine that 
he remembers hearing a shot 
and was turning -to see what 
had happened when he was 
wounded and, since bullets 
travel faster than sound, the 
same bullet could not have 
struck them both. 

‘IT’S A CERTAINTY’ 

“There is my absolute knowl- 
edge . . y that one bullet caused 
the President’s first wound, and 
that an entirely separate shot 
struck me,” Life quoted Con* 
nally as saying. “It’s a cer- 
tainty; I’ll never change my 
mind.” 

On Wednesday, Specter said 
at a news conference that, the 
Governor was “just incorrect” 
in disputing the “single-bullet” 
decision. 


